JOHN HAWKINS AND JAMES SIMPSON
determined never to recur to his former practices* While
he was engaged in his mother's business, and planning
schemes for domestic happiness, he was sent for to a public-
house, where he found his old acquaintance, Hawkins, in
company with one George Simpson, another associate, who
was a native of Putney, in Surrey. They went to London
together and formed connections with other thieves, and
committed several robberies, for which some of the gang
were executed. At length it was determined to rob the Bristol
mail, and they set out on an expedition for that purpose.
It appeared at the trial that the boy who carried the
mail was overtaken at Slough by a countryman, who travelled
with him to Langley Broom, where a person rode up to
them and turned back again. When passing through
Colnbrook they saw the same man again, with two others,
who followed them at a small distance, and then pulled
their wigs over their foreheads, and holding handkerchiefs
over their mouths came up with them and commanded the
post-boy and the countryman to come down a lane, when
they ordered them to quit their horses ; and then Hawkins,
Simpson and Wilson tied them back to back and fastened
them to a tree in a wet ditch, so that they were obliged to
stand in the water. This being done, they took such papers
as they liked out of the Bath and Bristol bags, and hid the
rest in a hedge. They now crossed the Thames, and riding
a little way into Surrey put up their horses at an inn in
Bermondsey Street. Having equally divided the bank-notes,
they threw the letters into the fire and then went to their
lodgings in Green Arbour Court, in the Old Bailey. A few
days after this, information was given at the Post Office
that suspicious people frequented the house of Carter, the
stable-keeper, at London Wall; accordingly some persons
were sent thither to make the necessary discoveries. Wilson
happened to be there at the time and suspected their busi-
ness, and later he was apprehended and conducted to the
Post Office. On his first examination he refused to make
any confession, and on the following day he seemed equally
determined to conceal the truth, till two circumstances
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